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Just Think it Over: A Persuasive Piece penned 
by Burton Jay Smith 
By: Valerie Drake 
Rhetorical Analysis: 
Burton Jay Smith addressed this letter to his soon-to-be wife 
Willametta Turnepseed. Burton Smith's goal was simple. All he 
needed to do was convince Willametta, his fiancé, to allow a friend 
to live with them. Smith utilizes his persuasive prowess to nudge 
Ms. Turnepseed's thoughts in the right direction. Starting off the 
letter with a delicately written "Dearest," he softens her with a bit of 
pathos. The intimate and chaste 
greeting shows his 
affectionate side for her. This in 
turn causes Wilametta to focus 
on their relationship, thus acting 
as a distraction. He directly states 
that he needs to discuss a matter 
with her. This implies urgency, 
but Smith is quick to deny that 
he needs an answer right away. It 
still puts the pressure of a deadline in the mind of Willametta 
though. Burton continues on by honestly stating the reason of the 
letter: 
"Al, our artist friend, would like very much to room and board with 
us when we do settle down." 
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Image: First page of Smith’s letter 
This blunt statement is Burton's way of showing his ethos. 
Appearing straight-forward will douse any suspicion and thoughts 
of ulterior motives. Immediately afterwards, he goes on to state his 
opinion on the matter, and begin explaining his reasoning. As far as 
the ensuing portion of the letter goes, Smith relies on the logos: the 
logic behind having Al live with them. By emphasizing how well he 
knows Al, and bolstering Al's image with excessive praise, Burton 
increases Al's credibility. The letter is written almost exclusively 
towards the future tense to highlight the "payoff" of having Al live 
with them. Burton breaks down the argument into advantages and 
disadvantages. He spends well over a page outlining the 
advantages, and a measly sentence or two on the single objection. 
By spending more time on the benefits, and giving detailed 
examples, Burton puts emphasis on the advantages. He uses 
Willametta's values as a commonplace. By describing how Al will 
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help them financially and add convenience to their lives, he appears 
to share Willametta's values of money, time, and convenience. With 
the single downfall, Al being a stranger in their home, Burton is 
quick to defend their mutual value of privacy. Smith vouches for 
Al's character, emphasizing how he will be discrete and not intrude. 
This negative is strategically followed up by more of Al's merits; he 
is a great cook and enjoys cleaning. Just say the word, and Al can 
do it. This use of amplification, "but wait, there's more," was 
intended to erase any of Willametta's lingering doubts by 
overwhelming her with benefits. After all of this, Smith again states 
his favor of the idea and throws in a commonplace: 
"Many families have a friend living with them." In stating his 
opinion and the opinion of "other" families, Willametta would 
feel alienated if she did not agree, and it implies that if other 
families value a friend living with them, she should share that value 
too. As a last throwback to logos, Burton summarizes by saying 
how it helps both sides out. Since Burton had the facts supporting 
his opinion, he employed them to try to win his case. 
The final part of the correspondence is a vague detailing about what 
is going on in his life at the time, ending with his next flight 
mission. He includes when he will be writing next, which could be a 
hint on the deadline of the decision, but is mostly showing Burton's 
loneliness. Smith is trying to make sure she writes him when he 
gets back. In the last paragraph Burton employs strategic pathos, 
and again brings their love to the forefront by saying goodnight. He 
connects his love for her with the decision regarding Al, which since 
he stated his opinion, might lead Willametta to agree. 
Smith ends the letter by signing as his nickname, "Love B.J." 
Another slight hint of pathos. Smith's persuasion has high hopes of 
being successful; he used ethos, pathos, and logos throughout the 
 4 
letter. Looking back, I earlier stated that it 
was written mostly in the future tense. Not 
only is this a rhetorical way to control the 
argument by keeping Willametta's mind on 
the hypothetical gains, but it also sheds 
light on his attitude. Burton pointedly 
does not mention much at all about the 
present, but focuses only on the future; it 
is something he can look forward to. This 
is supported by his final comment of 
"And so to sleep and to dream of happier 
days to come when this miserable war is 
over." 
Historical Analysis: 
During WWII, the U.S. built up the air force to a daunting 
2,411,294 ground and air troops. This highly trained and deadly 
force made up about a third of all American forces. Twith a seal 
from the Air Force navigation school in San Marcos, Texas. The 
airfield was chosen to become a training facility right after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. While in operation, over 10,000 pilots and 
navigators trained there. In 1951, the San Marcos army air field 
was renamed "Camp Gary" in honor of a fallen local soldier. 
Men entered the air force as cadets, and underwent intense training 
and rigorous examinations and exercises. Cadets were then 
separated into their future positions: bombardier, navigator, or 
pilot. Pilots were sent to a series of flying schools, where they 
learned the basics of flight and after completing advanced flying 
school, finally earned their wings. Since Smith earned his wings in 
September of 1943, he must have been in the final stages of 
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advanced flight school while writing this letter. Burton Smith even 
mentions an exercise in the text. 
"I am scheduled to fly again tomorrow afternoon. It'll be a two day 
hop..." 
Advanced flight school lasted around nine weeks, and trained pilots 
for aerial combat. This included honing of navigation and 
complex maneuvering skills. Later on in the letter, Smith brings 
attention to the plane that adorns the top of the stationery. 
"This plane at the top of the sheet is the kind of plane that I fly in." 
After comparing blueprints and photos of WWII aircraft, the plane is 
most likely a B-25 Mitchell. These planes were medium-sized 
bombers that were quite 
versatile. The U.S. used them 
as trainers, torpedo carriers, 
and reconnaissance planes. 
Over 9,800 B-25 Mitchells 
were produced during WWII, 
and the plane is most famous 
for its role for bombing Tokyo, 
Japan. 
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Image: The B-25 Mitchell was a medium-sized bomber used during WWII 
On August 17th, 1943, the day Burton Smith penned his letter the 
Willametta Turnepseed, U.S. General George S. Patton and the 7th 
Army gained control in Messina. This essentially secured Italy 
under Allied force's power. Around the same time, the United States 
began a full-out air strike against Schweinfurt, Germany, involving 
a total of 376 aircraft combined from the 1st and 4th Bombardment 
Wing. 
Burton mentions in the letter that Willametta enjoys writing, and 
she was indeed an amateur journalist. She co-edited the Literary 
Newsette, which was originally published by Smith himself. 
Willametta Turnepseed was very active in journalism; in 1944 she 
became the President of the National Amateur Printing Association 
(NAPA). She wrote many romantic stories in works such as All-Story 
Love Stories. It is clear that Willametta is a romantic at heart, which 
would make her susceptible to Burton's use of romantic pathos. 
Before WWII, women journalists focused on emotional writing; 
politics and current events were considered men's work. After the 
men were sent out on active duty, women filled the empty positions. 
This may have been how Willametta went from writing romantic 
fantasies, to being the president of NAPA. This is an example of how 
women's roles changed during the 1940s. 
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To fully understand the content of Burton's letter, it is vital that 
there is a historical background to help put the message in 
perspective. 
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